
COMMUNITY REPORT

A M E R I C A N  F E D E R A T I O N  O F

P A L E S T I N E





Dear Friends,

Since 1959, the success of the American Federation of Ramallah, 
Palestine (AFRP) can be measured by the relentless efforts of those 
who have given of their time and talent to ensure the sustainability 
of our Christian Palestinian heritage lives on from generation to 
generation.

Headquartered in Westland, Michigan, the AFRP was founded 
with the purpose of serving as the link between all the Ramallah 

families in the U.S. Established as a nonprofit charitable, social, educational 
and cultural organization, it boasts a current membership of approximately 
40,000 people living in major U.S. cities such as, Detroit, MI; San Francisco, San 
Jose, and San Diego, CA; Jacksonville, FL; Chicago, IL; Houston, TX; Birmingham, 
AL; Knoxville, TN; Lexington and Louisville, KY; Philadelphia, PA; Cleveland, 
OH; Atlanta, GA; Little Rock, AR; New York, NY; and Washington, DC.  

Members can trace their ancestry to the 1500s to five brothers whose families 
are the original inhabitants of the West Bank city of Ramallah, Palestine, 
located 10 miles north of Jerusalem.

In the late 1940s, many of the Ramallah families began to immigrate to the 
U.S., largely due to the Arab-Israeli conflict which began in 1948. Today, many 
of these families have witnessed three or more generations born in the U.S.  

Mindful that with each new generation, cultural assimilation is a spontaneous 
and expected process. The programs and initiatives highlighted in this report 
showcase the importance of safeguarding our heritage while assimilating in 
our communities.

Sincerely,

Ken Harb
President, American Federation of Ramallah, Palestine

A Message from the 

Federation President



“I traveled to our 
hometown of 
Ramallah, Palestine 
as a member of 

the Project Hope 
team. The trip was 

unforgettable to me; 
transformative in many 

ways. The people, sights and sounds 
of Ramallah were truly remarkable. 
As Palestinian-Americans, we grow up 
immersed in an air of pride regarding 
the “old country.” Can this place really 
be as great as Tata romanticizes it to 
be? In short, yes. Project Hope gave me 
the chance to experience the feel of the 
people and the land. As a Project Hope 
team, we helped beautify Ramallah by 
clearing land once used as a garbage 
dump, built a retaining wall, met with 
public officials, mentored kids at a camp, 
and enjoyed the sights and sounds of 
Palestine. When I returned from Project 
Hope, I was fully Palestinian; tethered 
in spirit as much as my relatives who 
still live in Ramallah. I now carry that 
aforementioned pride with me in all of my 
endeavors and I attribute that entirely to 
Project Hope. I can say, Project Hope was 
one of the most impactful events in my 
life.” — Chris Harb, Livonia, MI,  
Project Hope participant

American 
Federation 
of Ramallah, 
Palestine

The American Federation of Ramallah, Palestine (AFRP) is a 
nonprofit, social, charitable and educational organization 
established in 1959, whose membership descends from the 
original Christian family of Rashid Haddadin and his sons, 
who settled in the city of Ramallah, Palestine in the mid-1500s. 

The mission of the AFRP is to perpetuate and promote the rich, 
cultural Palestinian heritage to the Ramallah family and their 
descendants in diaspora — estimated at approximately 40,000 
in the U.S. — by providing programs that foster cultural and 
social interaction, as well as educational, humanitarian, civic 
and charitable opportunities. 

These efforts are achieved through the implementation of a 
multitude of sources, including the bimonthly publication, 
Hathihe Ramallah magazine (This is Ramallah) — established 
in 1952 as the communications link among the Ramallah 
communities worldwide; the annual conventions/family 
reunions, which began in 1958; the Ramallah Business 
and Professional Network; the nationwide Palestine Day 
Celebration, Medical Mission trips and others.

Currently, there are 20 chapter Ramallah Clubs and affiliates 
located in cities throughout the United States and who operate 
under the guidance of the AFRP. These individual Ramallah 
Clubs and affiliates are encouraged to promote the Palestinian 
cultural heritage to their members as well as to others 
through cultural events, civic and service-based activities, 
volunteerism and other events within their communities. 
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The theme of our new logo invokes the Palestinian olive tree which represents peace. The tree has five branches which symbolize 
the original five families of Ramallah, while the tree’s root symbolizes our heritage and history. The “sensileh” or old walls of stones 
are built by Palestinian farmers to protect their land and is a method of re-use in which a farmer removes stones from the ground 
and builds an architectural wall, also called “Hakura.” Another purpose is to construct agricultural terraces to protect the land from 
soil erosion. 

Logo design by Rami Razook; Community Report written by Joy Batteh-Freiha and Janan Saba, and designed by Steve Ghannam
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Building our Future

Youth-focused 
programs
Representing a significant segment of the Ramallah family is 
our youth. Realizing that for us to preserve our Palestinian 
culture from generation to generation, we must forge a sense 
of identity and community among all Ramallah people, but 
especially our youth. These young people have an essential 
role in transforming and strengthening the longevity of the 
AFRP and its mission. Various AFRP-supported and endorsed 
youth development programs help prepare our young people 
to become leaders and active stakeholders within their 
communities in the U.S., as well as in Palestine.  

Project Hope
Project Hope began in 1997 as a means of furthering the AFRP’s 
four founding principles of charity, culture, education, and 
society — principles that have guided the AFRP’s coalition 
of clubs since 1958. Students and young adults from various 
Ramallah communities throughout the U.S. partake in a 
two-week, full-immersion, hands-on program in Palestine, 
performing service-oriented projects such as planting olive 
trees, helping build parks and play areas, and serving as 
camp counselors. To date, more than 250 young people have 
participated in this worthwhile project. 
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“I would like to 
extend my most 
heartfelt thanks 
to the American 
Federation 

of Ramallah, 
Palestine for giving 

me such an incredible 
opportunity to learn and 

serve in our homeland through Project 
Hope. The experience I had in Jordan and 
Palestine changed me profoundly and 
reinvigorated my love for our culture and 
history, while inspiring me to guide the 
path of my future. This journey would not 
have been possible were it not for the love 
and support of our Ramallah family across 
the country, and for this I am profoundly 
grateful. I thank you and look forward to 
repaying your generosity and benevolence 
with service and commitment to our 
community and people. — Jessie Jalal 
Hanna, MD, New Jersey, Project Hope 
participant



Leadership Ramallah
The AFRP has always relied on the thoughts and innovation of 
its younger generation; their importance to our organization 
is immeasurable. To create future leaders of our organization 
and the world, the AFRP introduced this program in 2012. 
Geared to young adults, ages 20-40, Leadership Ramallah 
encourages professional development of aspiring leaders in 
the Ramallah-American community and helps them build-
upon their present leadership skills. This two-day conference 
is held in conjunction with the Mid-year Meeting and includes 
leadership building skills, motivational lectures and peer-to-
peer discussion led by professional leaders in the industry.

“The future prosperity 
of our community 
begins with us. 
We must secure 
the structure the 

generations before 
us built.”  

— Nader Ajluni, 
Detroit, MI, Leadership 

Ramallah participant

“The conference 
presents an 
excellent 
opportunity for 
the Ramallah 

community to invest 
in its future. With 

expert guidance from Dr. 
Harb-Sheets, we were able to cultivate our 
leadership and communication skills while 
building relationships with other rising 
Ramallah leaders from across the country.”  
— Nova Harb, Attorney, Jacksonville, FL
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The Educational and  
Scholarship Fund
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to 
change the world.”  – Nelson Mandela

As a longtime advocate of higher education, the AFRP is 
proud to offer students financial assistance to help further 
their higher education goals. We are recognized as one of 
the largest scholarship-assistance programs among Arab 
American organizations. Established in 1916, the Scholarship 
Fund has awarded approximately $3 million to more than 
1,500 worthy students. Recipients have earned undergraduate 
and graduate degrees in medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, 
education, engineering, science, business administration, law 
and many other disciplines.

Outstanding High School  
Senior Award
The Outstanding High School Senior Awards program was 
established in 2014 as a way to recognize the efforts of high 
school seniors, whose parents are members in good standing 
with the AFRP, with a technology scholarship. Recipients are 
selected based on community service, leadership skills and a 
written essay.  

“If it wasn’t for the 
AFRP Scholarship 
Program I would have 
never been able to 

even start school! The 
scholarship helped me 

pay for community college 
while I worked and saved money to transfer 
to the University. I will be forever grateful 
to the AFRP for helping in my dream to 
become a News Anchor!”  — Nicole Vowell, 
Reporter at KSL 5 TV, Salt Lake City, Utah
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“I am honored and 
proud to have 
been recognized 
for my 
achievements. 

Being recognized 
motivates me to 

continue these aspects 
of service and leadership during my 
college career.”  — Kristen Mousa, 
Jacksonville, FL, Outstanding High 
School Senior Award

“As a winner of the 
AFRP High School 
Senior Award, I 
was able to use the 

winnings toward 
a new computer for 

college. I am a Computer 
Engineering major at the University of 
California Santa Cruz and a new computer 
was exactly what I needed to excel in my 
engineering courses. I am very thankful 
for the award and the support of the 
the American Federation of Ramallah 
Palestine.” — Ramzey Ghanaim, 
Burlingame, CA, Outstanding High 
School Senior Award

“The AFRP has been 
an extraordinary 
organization to be 
a part of. Not only 

have I received the 
scholarship to help pay 

for school, the countless 
other programs they offer to help mold 
young leaders are amazingly helpful in 
this competitive job field.” — Anthony J. 
Kandah, Student, Detroit, MI



Civic, Charitable 
and Cultural 
Engagement
Medical Mission 
Health and wellness education is an integral part of the AFRP’s 
community outreach; the Charitable Medical Mission team 
promotes healthy lifestyle, nutrition and overall good health. 
The purpose of the Medical Mission is to bring a new level of 
training, education and awareness to the healthcare system in 
Palestine. Volunteer teams include physicians, para-medical 
professionals and support staff who assist in administering 
health care, deliver donated medical equipment, medicines and 
supplies to hospitals throughout Palestine.  

Greening of Ramallah
The olive tree is a symbol of pride and existence to all 
Palestinians. The Greening Project provides an opportunity for 
Ramallah people living throughout the United States to plant a 
tree in memory or in honor of a loved one as a way to replace 
the thousands of trees destroyed because of the occupation. 
Planting trees promotes a greener, safer, cleaner and more 
environmentally friendly Ramallah. This project allows 
interested parties to adopt a tree or plant one as a way to help 
Ramallah expand its parks and green spaces.

Niswaan 
Ramallah Ladies of Charity
“Progress lies not in enhancing what is, but in advancing toward 
what will be.” – Khalil Gibran 

Niswaan or “women” in English is a newly formed group made 
up of Ramallah women from throughout the U.S. and Palestine. 
This sorority of dedicated and passionate volunteers work 
diligently to encourage the advancement of all Palestinians 
through various projects from advocacy and healthcare, to 
the promotion of Palestinian culture, art, pride and personal 
growth. Who better can create a sense of belonging and tradition 
to future generations than the Niswaan of our communities?  

 6   |   AFRP COMMUNITY REPORT  |  AFRP.ORG



The AFRP Education and  
Cultural Exchange Program
Established in 2015, this important educational program 
offers non-Arabs an opportunity to travel to Palestine to 
gain a better understanding and witness themselves the 
struggles Palestinians face daily. To date, two mission trips 
have taken place. The first was geared to members of religious 
communities, and the second consisted of journalists and 
communications graduate students. Future trips are planned 
for educators, public officials, and others.  

Ramallah Immigrant Memory Project
Every immigrant has a unique story to tell, and that is 
especially true of our Ramallah family. The purpose of the 
Ramallah Immigrant Project is to document the unique stories 
and first-hand experiences of our parents and grandparents 
who immigrated to the U.S.  These videotaped oral interviews 
serve as a reminder to future generations of the sacrifices 
made by our ancestors to make a better life for their families.  

Palestine Day 
An annual event, Palestine Day celebrations are part of an 
international day of solidarity with the Palestinian people. In 
the U.S., the events are held in various cities and organized by 
individual chapter clubs or affiliations and include Palestinian 
culture, food, dance and more. Many of the chapter clubs 
offer an educational element to the celebration with noted 
guest speakers, musicians and poets.  

Business and Professional Society
The AFRP Business and Professional Society is a national 
network of business professionals dedicated to promoting 
and enhancing their businesses/careers through shared 
affiliation. The Society promotes professional development, 
management training and mentorship/shadowing programs. 
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Helping Hands
Whether it’s providing academic 
assistance with tutoring for 
youth, filling backpacks for back-
to-school drives for the needy, 
participating in the American 
Cancer Society’s nationwide Relay 
for Life, organizing clothing and 
food drives to help those in need 
within our communities, or visiting 
the infirmed, this community-
service initiative is organized by 
chapter clubs and affiliations to 
serve those less fortunate.



AFRP-Affiliated Programs
Sareyyet Ramallah – First Ramallah Group

A Palestinian national treasure, this non-
governmental, community-based and cultural 
organization based in the heart of Ramallah, 
serves as a source of pride and unity for the 
Ramallah people. The facility, donated by one 
of the original Ramallah families, operates the 
well-known Ramallah Scout troops — Cub Scouts, 
Brownie Scouts, and the Boys and Girls Scouts. 

In recent years, Sareyyet Ramallah has expanded 
their services by offering Palestinian youth artistic 
and cultural services. 

Another addition is the world-famous Sareyyet 
Ramallah Dance Company. This professional 
dance troupe has wowed audiences around the 
globe with their traditional and authentic songs 
and dances. 

The AFRP is a proud supporter of Sareyyet 
Ramallah and the positive work they do on behalf 
of Palestinian children. 
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Ramallah Foundation 
Established in 1943, this 501c3 corporation was created to help support the basic health care needs of those 
living in Ramallah and surrounding villages. The AFRP donated the land and built the Ramallah Public Hospital. 
Furthermore, the AFRP donated the land for the construction of subsequent medical facilities — hospitals, a 
laboratory, and a trauma center — that altogether make up the Palestinian Medical Complex. In addition to 
providing access to health care, the hospitals serve as a center for health education and social services. Also, 
the Foundation owns a senior citizens facility managed by the Women’s Arab Union of Ramallah, Palestine.   

The American Ramallah 
Federation Educational and 
Charitable Fund (ARFECF)
This charitable nonprofit 501c3 (ARFECF) corporation is 
chartered in the state of Michigan and is a separate entity 
of the Federation. Under the guidance of nine board 
members, the ARFECF’s mission is to provide financial 
aid for the education and training of deserving students, 
as well as to contribute to educational institutions and 
civic organizations to further educational causes, and to 
provide for charitable and relief projects. Tax-deductible 
contributions fund this program.

Azeez Shaheen
December 6, 1894 – January 10, 1996

We would be remiss, as a Ramallah 
community in diaspora, not to 
recognize the philanthropic deeds 
of a Ramallah son, the late Mr. 
Azeez Shaheen, for his numerous 
contributions to the Ramallah 

community in the U.S. and in his beloved Palestine. 

Mr. Shaheen was a dominant member of the Ramallah Hospital Foundation, Inc., overseeing the 
construction of the renowned Ramallah Hospital. He willingly and generously gave of his time, 
talents and wealth to charitable organizations for the betterment of children, the elderly, and needy 
of his community. He was a staunch supporter of education, providing generous scholarships so 
that eligible students could further their educational careers. The Azeez Shaheen School for Girls in 
Ramallah is named in his honor, as is the Azeez Shaheen Building for Humanities at Birzeit University. 

Also, Mr. Shaheen worked diligently tracing the original Ramallah families’ 
genealogies, customs and traditions, and in 1982, published Ramallah, Its History 
and Genealogies. His son, Naseeb Shaheen, has continued the work of his father 
with a pictorial history.    

In addition, Mr. Shaheen’s other sons, Shaheen, Shouky and Tawfeek, have carried 
on their father’s charitable benevolent legacy, giving graciously to benefit others.



Human Services Network
A non-governmental organization (NGO), this 
nonprofit 501c3 is designed to promote the 
quality of life and health initiatives in rural and 
urban communities around the U.S. and abroad. 
From job training to scholarships for vocational 
and skill-trade schools and institutions to 
funding the Charitable Medical Mission trips, 
this program also provides opportunities for 
social, educational and recreational programs 
for senior citizens and others.  

More recently, the Network partnered with 
the American Near East Refugee Aid (ANERA),  
an NGO, to raise funds for the construction of 
community playgrounds in Ramallah — the Al-
Bayyara Playground Project. 

Proudly, the Network received approval by 
the U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID) to continue this work overseas. 

 10   |   AFRP COMMUNITY REPORT  |  AFRP.ORG



Medical Mission

support in the past to help defray the costs of travel 
for some volunteers unable to pay on their own.  

Program Director, Mr. Bajis Katwan, has been 
instrumental in raising awareness of this much 
needed program in Palestine, and says future plans 
for the Medical Mission team include developing 
Centers of Excellence and Best Practices guidelines, 
telemedicine capabilities and other initiatives. 

For more information or to donate, please contact 
charitablemedicalmission@gmail.com.

The Charitable Medical Mission to Palestine is a 
humanitarian, nonprofit and nonpolitical endeavor 
approved by the AFRP, whose purpose is to provide 
medical education, training, support and supplies 
to people living in Palestine. Volunteers include 
physicians, nurses and other healthcare providers 
who are appropriately credentialed and held to the 
highest professional U.S. standards. Each year, two 
2-week trips are scheduled with volunteers typically 
paying their own travel expenses, including lodging 
and other accommodations. Volunteers work 
side by side with their counterparts and others to 
administer medical care — mostly free of charge to 
hundreds of people in need, as well as invaluable 
training and education.  

Funding for Medical Mission comes from private 
donations, the AFRP, various fundraisers held by 
chapter Ramallah Clubs and affiliations, the Bank of 
Palestine, and an annual golf tournament sponsored 
by the Ramallah Club of San Francisco, California. 
International organizations such as Physicians 
for Peace, a Norfolk, VA-based organization that 
mobilizes medical teams to developing countries for 
training and medical care, has provided financial 
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Abdullah “Albert” Jamil  
and Janan Bateh
Soon after immigrating to the U.S. in 1950 with his 
family, Albert started working with his uncle, Issa 
Bateh, at Ramallah Trading Company, a wholesale 
textile import/export business. At Ramallah Trading, 
Albert learned the value of hard work running a 
successful business — now in its third generation — 
and the importance of giving back to his community. 
Those principles guided Albert and his family for 
more than four decades as faithful and longtime 
supporters of many AFRP programs including the 
Ramallah Foundation and the Scholarship Program. 

Friends and Supporters
It takes hard work, volunteers, energy, generosity, time, faith and passion for a worthy 
cause to make something happen. These individuals are but a few of the many who live and 
breathe these very qualities.  

Basem and Muna Hishmeh
Theirs is a story like many others, young teens 
who immigrated to the U.S. in the 1950s with their 
families, displaced from their homeland because of 
the intensity of the conflict in Palestine. The families 
were sponsored by churches that helped Christian 
Palestinians immigrate and eventually settle in the 
U.S. Grateful for the support and opportunities 
offered to their respective families, Basem and Muna 
saw an opportunity to give back. They established 
the Muna and Basem Hishmeh Foundation that 
provides support for various educational and cultural 
programs here in the U.S. and in their beloved 
Palestine, from a scholarship for a qualified student 
of Arab descent at William Paterson University, to 
the Palestine Youth Orchestra, the newly established 
AFRP Educational and Cultural Exchange Program, 
and many more. “Giving back is important to us,” said 
Basem. “We’re both refugees who came to the U.S. 
because of the unselfish actions of others. We feel we 
have to give back.”  



In Appreciation 
A special thank you to our affiliate clubs, members, 
volunteers, board, staff and all donors for their generous 
support of the American Federation of Ramallah, Palestine, 
particularly in helping to fulfill its mission to promote the 
rich cultural Palestinian heritage through programs that 
foster cultural and social interaction, as well as educational, 
humanitarian, civic and charitable opportunities. 

PARTNERS
Azeez Shaheen Charitable Trust
Basem & Muna Hishmeh
Albert & Janan Bateh
Bank of Palestine
Farouk Shami
Palestine American Coalition of San Francisco
Ramallah Foundation
Ed & Reem Farah
George & Rhonda Salem
Khamis Alley Family
Iyad Nasrah (Daniels Pharmacy)
AFRP Charitable Medical Mission

CONTRIBUTORS
Toshiba
MedShare
Abbott | Global Healthcare & Research
PwC | PricewaterhouseCoopers
Stryker
Aramark
US Foods
Restoring Vision
Bajis Katwan
Ramallah Club of San Francisco Medical Mission Golf Outing
Heart of Mercy International
VICI Collection



American Federation of Ramallah, Palestine (AFRP)
27484 Ann Arbor Trail  |  Westland, Michigan 48185  USA

Phone (734) 425-1600  |  Fax (734) 425-3985  |  www.afrp.org

The mission of the AFRP is to perpetuate and promote 

the rich cultural Palestinian heritage to the Ramallah family and their 

descendants in diaspora — estimated at approximately 40,000 in the U.S. 

— by providing programs that foster cultural and social interaction, as 

well as educational, humanitarian, civic and charitable opportunities. 


